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Krampus: Saint Nicholas' Dark

Companion
DEC 3,2013 | fRE

While Saint Nicholas may bring gifts to good boys and girls, ancient folklore in Europe's Alpine region
also tells of Krampus, a frightening beast-like creature who emerges during the Yule season, looking for
naughty children to punish in horrible ways -- or possibly to drag back to his lair in a sack. In keeping
with pre-Germanic Pagan traditions, men dressed as these demons have been frightening children on
Krampusnacht for centuries, chasing them and hitting them with sticks, on an (often alcohol-fueled) run
through the dark streets. [20 photos]
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A participant dressed as Krampus walks the streets in search of delinquent children during Krampusnacht on November 30, 2013 in Neustift im
Stubaital, Austria. Sixteen Krampus groups including over 200 Krampuses participated in the first annual Neustift event. Krampus, in Tyrol also
called Tuifl, is a demon-like creature represented by a fearsome, hand-carved wooden mask with animal horns, a suit made from sheep or goat
skin and large cow bells attached to the waist that the wearer rings by running or shaking his hips up and down. Krampus has been a part of
Central European, alpine folklore going back at least a millennium, and since the 17th-century Krampus traditionally accompanies St. Nicholas and
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7 People watch the Krampus procession of the Koatlacker devil's association on December 4, 2011 in Prad near Merano, Italy. In the
tradition, which involves elaborate masks, some of which are centuries old, the devils accompany St. Nicholas when he visits little children
to determine who has been good or bad, and the tradition is still practiced in Austria, southern Germany and the South Tyrol region of

northern Italy. (Johannes Simon/Getty Images) # ®
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